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PSALM CXXIL 6, 7.8, 9. 


Pray for the Peace of jeruſi lem; ; they 
ſhall proſper that love hee. 

Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity 
within thy Palaces. 

For my 7 B rethren and Companions ſake, I 
will now ſay, Peace be unto Thee. | 

Becauſe of the Honſe of the Lord our God, A 
1 will ſeek thy Good. 


F. is the Opinion of moſt Interpreters, that this Excel 


lent Pſalm was, at firſt, penn'd by Holy David, upon 
the ſettling the Art of God in Mount 2 and that 
it was, afterwards, made a Part of the Jewiſh Devotion, 
in their Anniverſary Commemorations of that Great Bleſs 
mag. 
1850 accordingly we may chene chat * people of 
I i raeb are here inſtructed, not only to Congratulate each 
other, upon the Purity, the Freedom, and Uniformity, of 
Divine Worſhip, thus Eſtabliſh'd —_ them ; but they. 
are e alſo, very earneſtly exhorted, and abundandly INCOU> 
17 þ A 2 | Amed 


—— —ũ—D — — — 4 * FE * „ 


= 

* 5 
— 
1 ö 

EK 

4 

7 


= 
6 , 
— 


* 
— 


A Viſitation SERMON, 
raged, to ſeek the Peace, and to promote the Proſperity, of 
their Church and Nation. WEE 

.I an glu (ſiys ti Holy/Plalmiſt ) when they ſaid unto 
me ; we will go into the Houſe of the Lord; our Feet ſhall 
ſtand in thy Gates, O Feruſalem, He eſteem'd it to be the 
Greateſt of Satisfactions, the Higheſt of Honours, and the 
Nobleſt Priviledge, of all thoſe which the Seed of Abraham 
pretended to; that God was pleaſed to pitch his Taber- 
nacle among hem, to admit them to his Covenant, to his 
more eſpecial ' Preſence,” to the Houſe where his Honour 


awelt. Z 2 
And from hence he go's on, to repreſent the Praiſe, 
the Beauty, and Goodlinefs of that Holy City; not from 
the Order, or Strength, of its Buildings; not from the 
State, or Magnificence, of its Palaces ; but from the Uni- 
ty, and intire Agreement, of its Inhabitants, =--- Feruſa- 
lem ( (ſays he) is built as à City, that is at N it ſe lf 
And he gives us very particular Inſtances, of this Unity, 
as well with relation to their Eccleſiaſtical, as their Civil, 
Polity, For he immediately mentions, that thither the 
Tribes go up, even the Tribes of the Lord, to teſtiſy unto 
Iſrael, and to give Thanks unto the Name of the Lord, 
This was that City of Holineſs, in which, while the Tem- 
ple of God ſtood there, all the Fewiſh Males appeared three 
times in every Tear, by a ſolemn Statute and Teſtimony of 
God; where they all performed a Strict, a Regular, and 
an Uniform Devotion; and aſſembled, with one Heart, 
and with one Soul, to celebrate the Mercies, and Favours, 
ot that Divine Providence, which watch'd over, and pro- 
tected, their Nation. 
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Preachd at BOD MXN. 5 
And, at the 5th Verſe, we have as full a Deſcrip- "i 
tion of the Excellency of their Civil Government ; 
For there was the Seat of Fudgment, even the Seat 
of the Houſe of David - There they not only wai- 
ted for the Loving-kindneſs of God, in the midſt of his Fſ«. 48.8. 
Temple ; but attended at the Throne of the Great 
King, to receive the Impartial Determinations of ſu- 
ſtice. There was the Judicatory of David; whom 
God was pleaſed to take from the Sheepfolds, that he Pſa. 78.70, 
. might rule Iſrael his People: And not of David only, 7. 
who was to be gathered to his Fathers, but of his Chil- 
dren after him, and of His Seed for evermore. 
Such a delightful proſpect of Affairs, would even 
force from Us that Acclamation of the ſame Inſpired 
Author, Happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe ! Pſa. 144 
For what Condition can Human Thoughts conceive *5: 
of a more abundant Temporal Proſperity ? Here 
was no Schiſm, to diſturb the Peace of the Church. 
Here was no Faction, to diſtralt the State. In the 
one, none dared to offer Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins, 
but they that were called of God, as was Aaron. In 
the other, there was none to aſlume Royal Authority, 
but ſuch as were the Sons of Nobles The Prieſthood 
was not invaded, by every One, that would pretend a 
Title to it: Nor were the Higher Powers made ſubject, 
to the Lawleſs Attempts of, Popularity, or Ambi- 
tion. | | f 
| Theſe were the Happy Circumſtances of Jeruſalem, 
at that time: And the Royal Pſalmiſt very paiſionate- 
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ly exhorts the Fewiſh People, to pray for the Long 
Continuance of Tick a ſettled Peace and Government : 
And thereby, likewiſe, He ſets an Excellent Exam- 
ple, to every other Nation, of that Duty and Aﬀetti- 
on, of that xealow Concern and foncere Endeavours, 
which they owe to the Proſperity of the Church of God, 
and to the Welfare of that Community, of which they 
are Members. 
And therefore, not to ſpeak particularly of the 
Duties of the Sacred Function, nor to give Directions 
to thoſe in the Diſcharge of their High Calling, who 
wy the Honour to be admitted to it; which ſeems 
more agreeable to the Character of a Spiritual Gover- 
nour, than of a Fellow-Labourer, and Companion, in 
the Goſpel : I have choſen to recommend This General 
Advice of the Pſalmiſt, and to make it the Subject of 


my preſent .. And I hope, it may not be 


thought a very Unſeaſonable Subject, whilſt there are 
fo many Vile Endeavours made uſe of, to difappoint 
thoſe Pious Deſigns, which are now carrying on, as 
well for the Peace of pe, as the Proſperity of this 
Church and Nation. 

The Arguments which I ſhall inſiſt upon, to this 
rpoſe, will be no other than fach as are contained 
in the Words before us: And, indeed, Theſe are of 
thee Weight and Importance, they are of that Uni- 
verſal ee and Extenſive Obligation, that what - 
ever may deferve a Good Man's Regard, may be na- 
W reduced to them. For, 
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I. If we conſider only our own private Benefit and 
Advantage, we cannot more effectually conſulr 
theſe, than by praying for, and endeavouring to 
ſupport, thoſe Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ments under which we live. Pray for the Peace 

of Jeruſalem; they ſhall proſper that love thee. 


II. If we conſider our ſelves as Members of Socie- 
ty, and as Perſons who are Allied to the Publick, 
we are obliged to prefer the Welfare of the Com- 

. munity, to any Little By-Intereſts of our owhi : I 
fay, as we all ſtand in ſuch a publick Relation, 
it becomes our Duty, for our Brethren and Com- 

pHPuanions ſake, to ſay, Peace be unto thee, And 


III. We have yet a farther Obligation laid upon 

us, by our Spiritual Relation, as we are Members 
of the Church of Chriſt. Becauſe of the Houſe 
of the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy Good. 


First then; It we conſider only our own private 
Benefit and Advantage, we cannot more effectually 
conſult theſe, than by praying for, and endeavouring 
to ſupport, thoſe Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhments 
under which we live. I ſay, by praying for, and en- 
deavouring to ſupport them ; becauſe, the one without 
the other, our Prayers without our Endeavours, is a 
down-right Prevarication, and a baſe Hyporrily, 
N * | He 
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He that in ſuch a ſolemn and devour Manner addreſ- 
ſes himſelf to Almighty God, muſt either imagine, 
that the Great Searcher of Hearts will be mock'd, and 
mult deſign, on purpoſe, to affront Him, by ſuch pro- 
voking Formality .; or elſe, muſt have ſome Deſires 
after the Bleſſing which he requelts, and a ſincere 
Concern for the Attainment of his Peritions : And he 
that is in Earneſt for ſo good an End, will. be as Dili- 
gent in the Uſe of thoſe Means which lead to it: 


And there is Nothing which it is our Duty to pray 


tor, but it becomes our Duty likewiſe, by all Lawful 
Methods, to further and to promote it. i 

To go on, therefore, with the Propoſition laid 
down, viz, That we cannot more effectually conſuls 
our own private Benefit and Advantage, than by praying 
for, and endeavouring to ſupport, thoſe Happy Eſtabliſh» 
ments under which we live, . 

Now all Mankind agree in this, and indeed it is 
no more than what we are all ſenſibly convinced of; 
That, by a kind of Natural Inſtinct, we incline to 
deſire our own Happineſs ; Self-Love is eſſential in 
our Conſtitution, and born and bred up with us; in- 
fomuch, that even thoſe who have no Sympathy for 


others, do ſtill retain a tender Regard to themſelves ; 


And the Apoſtles Aſſertion will always hold good to 
the End of the World, No Man ever yet hated his 
own Flcſh, Eph. 5. 29. 3 | 
It is therefore an Engaging Recommendation of that 
Peace and Unity, which I am ſpeaking of, that ſuch 
Endeavours 
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Endeavours, as we lay out tor the Publick, do effectu- 
ally promote our own private Happineſs, and keep us 
eaſy and ſecure in that Station, which God hath allote 
ted to us in this World. 

A Perſon thus Dutiful and Ab to his awful 
Governours, bas no Cauſe to be afraid of That Sword, 
which is to execute Wrath upon them that do Evil; He 
hath no Feafs of Puniſhment, to diſquiet Em; He 
incurs no Legal Penalties, to impoveriſh his F ortune; ; 
He hath no Guilt, to difturb his Conſcience ;_ He pro- 
vokes no Enemy to do him Violence. He leaves it to 
thoſe, to whom God has intruſted them, to hold the 
Reins of Goverment, and to direct thoſe Affairs 
which are above his Sphere; without intermedling 
in ſuch Matters as are too high for him, ors pretending 
to Cenſure what he cannot underſtand : He is void 
of all that Uneaſineſs and Vexation, which continual- 
ly attend upon thoſe heady: and high. minded Men who 
are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities ; vvho, being 
always given to Change, and labouripg at New Models 
of Goverment, are like a Troubled Sea, which cannot 
reſt, foaming out their own Shame, and bringing 4 
ſwift Deſtruction upon themſelves. 

So that, vvould but our Modern Refin' d Politicians 
admit of this one Principle, vyhich is recommended 


by the, Apoſtle, as the ſureſt Foundation vvhereon to; N24 4 


build the Welfare of Societies - I mcan, that of 11. 
every One's doing his own Bufneſs, and diſcharging the 
Duties of. that State of Life, to vvhich the Providence 
| W | of 


1 
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of God hath called them; chere vvould be none of 
thoſe Factions in the STATE, or Divifions in the 
CHURCH, vvhich diſorder the whole Body, and con. 
ſequently every particular Member of it. 

For tho' there are ſome vvho imagine, that it "Ol 
prove for their Advantage to create Twmults, and to 
foment Diſcontents ; vvho either think themſclves roo 

Wiſe to be Govern d, or too much Neglected to be Eaſy 3 
and look upon it as their Intereſt to lay all Things in 
Confuſion, in hopes, thereby, of bettering their Con- 
ditions : Yet. we may generally obſerve, that ſuch 
baſe Attempts tail of Succeſo; and it does not very 
rarely happen, that thoſe very Perſons vrho vvould 
fh in Troubled Waters, have been over-whelmed i in 
— fatal — which \ _ chemlolves have rai- 
11 
Accordin: oly we find i It tobe Put of Ane Meſlaze 
which God ſent to the Fews, by the Prophet Jeremy, 
concerning their Conduct and Behaviour under the Ba- 
byloniſh Caprivity ; not that they ſhould offer Vio- 
jence tu their Oppreſſors, or embroil the Quiet and 
Tranquility of that Goverment under which they 
were reduced; but, on the contrary, they are com- 
manded, to ſeck the Peace of the City, whither God 
had cauſed them to be carried away Captives, and to pray 
uno the Lord for it All which is urged upon this 
__ » exprc, Couſideration, That in rhe Peace of that City, 
they ſhould have Peace. 


For 


e 
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Preach'd at BOD M VN. 
For the real Benefit of any Society, and of every 
individual Perſon in it, arc inſeparable; and there 1s 
no Diſturbancè that can happen to the onẽ, but what 
as nearly affects the other. - And tho ſome Men of de- 
berate Fortunes, and as deſperate Conſciences, have, for 
a while, thriven upon the Plunders of Rebellion and 
Sacrilege; yet their Number bears a very ſmall Pro- 
portion, a Proportion not worth mentioning, with that 
of thoſe who have failed, or fallen, in ſuch Accurſed At- 
tempts. And even they, whoſe loud Complaints againſt 
their Governours, have drawn the Sword of Reſiſtance, 
have felt the Remedy, which they applied, to be much 
worſe than the Evils, which they. fiiſpected; have 


found their own private Aims miſerably defeated, them- 


ſelves involv'd in the Common Ruin, and been forc'd, 

when it was too late, to wiſh for that Peace which 
their own Haſty Frowardneſs had broken. [ic 
But, as private Regards ought to have leaſt Weight 
and Conſideration, wich a good Man, or a Chriſtian ; 
fo I ſhall content my felt with having juſt touch'd 
upon this Argument: And proceed to recommend 
the Duty before us, from a more noble and generous 
Principle, Yi. 


Secondly, That as We are Members of Society, We 


are oblig'd to prefer the Welfare of it to any Little B- 
Intereſts of our own ; and, for our Brethren and Com- 
panions ſakes, to wiſh Jerutalem Proſperity. 
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For no Man was born purely for himſelf; nor was 
this World deſigned for the Accommodation only of a 
Angle Perſon: And ſo many are the Neceſſities and 
Exigencies of Human Life, that, without a mutual 
Support and Aſſiſtance, the whole Race of Adam would 
be the moſt Miſerable of Creatures. 

80 that if every One were left to purſue nothing 
eile but what he found his omn Account in, there 
could be nothing but Confufion, and evgry evil ort. 
The Apoſtle therefore gives this ExMent Advice to 
Phil. 2.4. the Chriſtians ; Look not every Man on his own Things, 

but every Man alſo onthe Things of Others Not to let 
our on Humours, and ſelfiſh Opinions, to dictate in 
Oppoſition to a Publick Advantage; nor to think it rea- 
ſonable, that the whole ſhould ſuffer, to gratty the 
Incroaching Demands of a few, 

For the various Conditions of Mankind are Io or- 
der d and diſpos d by Divine Providence, that there is 
a Neceſſary dee upon each other; inſomuch, 


Stock, or of anſwering the Common Necceſſities of 
Nature, without the good Offices and Intercourſe of 
Society. And tho' Perſons of Higher and more Exal- 
ted Stations, frequently look down upon Inferior Or- 
ders with Contempt and Diſdain, yet ſtill They are 
Uſeful; the very meanr8t of them 1s Beneficial to the 
Publick, and contributes ſomewhat to its Advantage aud 
. Happineſs : For (as the inſpired Preacher obſerves 


the King bimſelf is _— Ly the Field. - 
Since, 


that no One is capable of ſubſiſting long upon his W n 
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Since, therefore, there is ſuch a mutual Dependance 
in Society, there ought likewiſe to be a mutual Tender- 
neſs and Affection between the Members of it. He that 
does, in any Meaſure, contribute to our Well-being, 
or our Quiet, in the World, does certainly, by ſo do- 
ing, oblige Us to the like Returns: This is but « Part 
of Juſtice, and a Debt of Gratitude; and it muſt be 
a manifeſt Violation of all theſe, to prefer our omn Fun- 
cies and Defires, to the Safety and Proſperity of thoſe 
Brethren and Companions, who have been thus Benefie 
cent, at leaſt Serviceable, to 6. 
Theſe are Notions, —_— agreeable to the Do- 
ctrinos of Revelation, but to the  Diftates of Reaſon al- 
ſo; ſo that, in all Ages of the World, and fronr eve- 
ry Country that Hiſtory gives us any Account of, we 
have ſeveral Inſtances of ſuch Generous Virtue and 
Public Service; we have many Bright and 2 
Examples to inſtruct us, how far private * mu 
give way to public Good, and how much leſs partieu- 
lar Perſons are to regard themſelves than a whole Com- 
So that, ſince Mens Opinions are, and will always 
be, different, in many Caſes; ſince it is not poſſible 
for every One's Wiſhes to ſucceed, or that each ſingle 
Perſon ſhould reap that Private Advantage which he 
might deſire, or expect; it becomes his Duty to ac: 
quieſce, and to ſubmit ;\ and to have no farther Re- 
gard to his own particular Hopes, or Senti ments, than 
what is conſiſtent with a general Proſperity. + | 
_— D 


Nay, 
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Nay, to make one Step farther ; tho it may hap- 
pen, that we ſuffer_in our own private Concerns; tho? 
we meet with Diſappointments to our Inclinations ; or 
ſuch Incroachments upon our fingle Right, as cannot 
Le Legally be redreſs d; we are not to engage the Pub- 
Iick in our Private beds, nor to n the whelry 
for ſo inconſiderable a part. 

For the Happineſs and Tranquility of 4 Nation is of 
that vaſt and ineſtimable Value, that nothing can be 
reckon'd too dear to purchaſe it: In the piirſuit of 
which, it is not what we may gain or loſe to our 
ſelves; it is not what Inconuenience, or Diſadvantage, 
may attend our private Affairs, that ſhould ſway with 
us For we ought to lay down our Lives for the Bre- 
thren. And ſince they are all included in the Common 
Intereſts of Society, the Preſervation of theſe ought to 
be our chief Aim, our principal Concern, and our con- 
Pant Endeavour And I know no farer Way towards 
promoting theſe common Intereſts, nothing that ſo im- 
mediately tends to the Settlement and Stability of them, 
as a firm and zealous, a ſtedfasÞ and unmovable Adbe- 
reuce to thoſe Happy Eſtabliſhments, which x we are Now 
Bleſt with, both in CHURCH and STATE. © 

For Changes of Civil Goverment, and Breaches up- 
on 2 National Conſtitution, are dangerous, and draw 
the moſt dreadful Conſequences after them: Such At- 
tempts are but the Beginnings of Sorrows, and the Fore 
runners of that Deſolation,” which gives up Ihoufands 
to Death or Miſery ; which makes 'no- difference be- 
| tween 
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tween the Righteous and the Wicked, the Innocent and 
the Guilty; which turns a Fruitful Land into a Wil. 
derneſs, and Fencied Cities into Ruinous Heaps. And 
therefore, every Thing that may lie in our Power, to 
event ſuch fatal and deſtructive Deſigns, is, and ever 
will be, a Duty which we owe to our Countr. 
And, whatever favourable Conſtruftions Men have 
learned, of late Years, to put upon thoſe 'Schiſms and 
= Divifons which are induſtrionſly propagated among 
us; However we may hear them repreſented, as 
Harmleſs and Moderate Errors, which, tho' they are 
of ſome ſmall Diſadvantage to the Church, yet the 
State needs entertain no Apprehenſions of Danger 
from them; I ſay, notwithitanding all thoſe modeſt 
Pleas and Apologies for Diſſenters, there are no Cauſes 
more productive of publick Troubles, than Different 
Fudgments and Perſuaſions in Matters of Religion. | 
For tho (as a late Learned Prelate has truly ob- By. Laney 
ſerv'd ) Civil Wars and Rebellions have their Beginning, * As Thef. 
for the moſt part, from the Ambition, or Diſcontent, of 
a few; yet, becauſe the People, who are Neceſſary In- 
ſtruments of that Miſchief, are not apt to ferve the Am- 
bit ion of others, if it comes bare-faced to them, the 
Mask of Religion is always put on, where all People are 
concern d, which makes it a Common and Popular Inte- 
reff, And there is nothing, in which Human Na- 
ture is ſo eaſily tranſported beyond its due Bounds, 
as thoſe Diſputes and Contentions which border upon 
Religion. Witneſs thoſe Cruel Perſecutions raiſed 17 
1 405 D 2 the 
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the Arrians againſt the Orthodox in former Ages; and 


the Implacable mee of our Wild abe of a 


latet Date. 

And from hence it is, * * 3 have laid it 
down, as a Firſt Principle, in their Syſtems of Policy; 
by Balancing of Parties, to encourage Fattion, aud by 
widening the Breaches of the Church, to keep it very 
cha in their Power to ſhake the Foundation of all Go. 


verment. This they have experimentally found to 


prove ſucceſ:ztul ; and this, we may aſſure our ſelves, 


wall always be their Chief Stratagem, as often as they 


ſhall judge it neceſſary to take Advantage of Domeſtick 
Troubles, either to gratify their Auarice aud Ambition, 


or to ſhelter their Guili from Puniſhment. 


And the moſt Infallible Method we can take to diſ- 
appoint their Devices, is to joyn ſo intirely and {5 una- 
nimouſly in the Intereſis of the Church of God, as to 


leave vie Boot for fh Religious Contentions, as may 


be artfully improv'd to Civil Diſturbances ; to pray for, 
and to promote, the Preſervation of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church, whoſe Doctrines lay the bet Foundation for 
the Security of the State, by forbidding all Refiſtance 
to the Higher Powers, upon Pain of Damnation ; and 
by injoyning Obedience to Them, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo. for Conſcience ſake. 

I am highly ſenſible, that thr: very Dodrine, this 
Doctrine of Peace and Subjection, has been repreſent- 
ed as the Parent of Sedition, and the Diſturber of our 
N en —— This has been ſaid indeed, but it hath 


never 


— — — 
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never been prov'd - And I may juſtly reckon this a- 
mong the other Contradictions, which our Aſertors of 


a Moderate Obedience axe ſo very fond of, viz. That Row. 13.1, 


the Powers which are ordain d of God, and are his Mi-6. 
niſters, have no other Authority than what they de- 


rive from the People: That they that Refi}, ſhall. re- Ver. 2. 


ceive to themſelues Damnation ; 3 yet it is Glorious, and 


our Duty, to Reſiſt: That we mußt needs be ſubject, ver. 3. 


not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; yet we 
may Rebel for Convenience, and to redreſs our Grie- 


| A : That we muſt ſubmit our ſelues to every Or- 1 Per, 2: 


 dinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake ; yet it is lawful 13. 
to ſtrile and to puniſh Princes for Equity, | 

And when our Free-thuaking Interpreters of Hi oly 
Scripture ſhall. be able to reconcile ſuch Contrad —.— 
as theſe, then I may allow them, that our Church is 4 
Mover of Sedition : of till then, I can ſee no Pretence | 
of Reaſon. to imagine, but that the Trueſt Friends of 
the CHURCH, are the Beſt Supporters of the STATE, 
to: which, for our Ny regt Companions ſake, we are 
to wiſh Proſperity. 

And this I take to be a very Neceſſary Conſidera- 
a tign in thoſe Times of Libertiniſm, when we have do 
much talk of a Magazine of Popular Power, and the 
Dogs and Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, and his 
- Apoliles, | e al. Jeſs PO n the ap 
Econ s Mar 
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For it is very plain, that thoſe who diſſent from our 
Religious Conſtitution, either found Dominion in Grace, 
and then eaſily aſſure themſelves that they have a 
Right to Dominion, whenever it is in their Power to 
ſeize upon it: Or elſe, they {ct up the People as the 
Original of Goverment ; and, by this Means, juſtify 
their aſſuming it into their own Hands upon every Pre- 
tence of Male-Adminiſtration © © © 

Accordingly we find, that when this National 
Church maintain'd its Authority, the Prince fate ſe- 
cure upon the Throne; but no fooner was the firft 
overturn d, but the latter was aten; Rebellion appea- 
red bare - fac d and open; and this whole Land was 
laid waft with ſuch Barbarous Cruelty and Unparal- 
lell'd Violence, as might deter even our lateſt Poſteri- 
ty from every thing that carries the like Appearance 
for the future. . „ or 
The Sum then of what I have ſpoken upon this 

Head amounts to thus much: That we have ver 
great and manifeſt Obligations, to prefer the publick 
to our own private Welfare ; that Attempts upon Eſta- 
' bliſhmemts, and Diſturbances in a State, are of General 
Miſchief and Ill Conſequence, and have frequently 
their Beginning from Differences about Religion; that 
we ought, therefore, tu do our utmoſt to prevent 
both: And ſince this Excellent Church of ours moſt 
expreſly and plainly aſſerts thoſe Doctrines, on which 
the Quiet and Security of the Civil Goverment depends, 
8 | it 
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it is our Intereſt, as well as our Duty, to conſult its 
Peace, and to wiſh its Proſperity, . 
But this will yet be more evident from my | 


if 


—_— n "we "OI 


Third Propoſition, viz. That we have a farther and 
an higher Obligation laid upon us, by that Spiritual 
Relation which we bear to the Church of Chriſt: 
Tea, becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will 
ſeek to do thee Good, TL. 1, 


And here, indeed, it may not be altogether uſeleſs, 
to obſerve the Excellent Method of this Pſalm, and 
that Admirable Order in which the Arguments of it 
are ranged before us; to take Notice, by what De- 
grees Holy David lays out our Obligations, and leads 
us gradually from that Love which We retain for our 

. own ſelves, to that Affection which We owe to our 
Neigbbour, and from Both to that Duty which We | 
muſt pay to God: Becauſe, from hence We may make | 
this Juſt and Inſtructive Remark ; That tho We are al- 
low'd to conſult our private Advantage, where it ma 
be purſu'd without interfering, with the publick ; yet 
where it do's interfere with, that, We are ingagd to 
decline it ; and further, that notwithſtanding all thoſe 
Obligations which Man can pothbly lay upon ns, We 
are under much Greater to Almighty God, and theſe 
- muſt always take place when both are inconſiſtent. 


2ͤÜͤ 
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For whatever Conſiderations of this Nature may 
prevail upon us, with reſpect to Man, they ought to 
have a more powerful Influence with regard to Gd. 
For, allowing fomewhat more than the Common 
Offices which we-receive from each other, and which 
have juſt now mentioned; allowing the utmoſt that 
Mortal can poſſibly do for us; 3 re 


preſent Ingrati- 
tude in the worit of Colours (und ſuch àa Complication 
of all Vices, can never be drawn in worſe Colours than 
it deſerves) --- Yet ſtill God claims the Preference; 
4% 17.28; He ts our fri} and principal Benetattor,; in Him we 
Ave, out, an have bur Being; and-all others anc 
but the inntnumbents, er Hela * 
to us. 5 
But let this bv . an ani] weidant dn it ſelf, 
We ry obſerve it to be. quite ocherwiſe in Human 
Practice; and there is nothing which Man do more 
eaſily Hifpenle with, than their Bug agements 10 God, 
and their Concern bor the Intereſts of Religion ; tho 
Religiott be their chief Duty, as well as the n Fan 
Auntion, of their Temporal Proſperit. 
For it is not to be denied, but chat! wh 8 
8804 Was the Firſt Deſign of our Creation: It was ſor 
tliis, that God rade Man in bi amn Image, and en- 
ctow'd him with thoſe Noble Faculties, which render 
hirn capable vl knowing, of admiring, of .adaring;-1his 
Maker: It vvas for this, that he vas pleaſtd itocine 
ſtitute Publick Worſhip, to ſet apart Sacred Places for 
it, vvhere Men might make known their Requeſts ” 
the 


„ — — a 
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_=_ 7 hrone of Grace, and receive Divine Favours and i} 
Bleflings : It was for this, that His Alone Son became | 
an High- Prieſt for us, and has committed to His Am- | 
batladors the Miniſtry of Reconciliation: It is, laſtly, to 4 
this, that God hath annex'd all. the Benefits ànd Pros 1 
miſes of the Life * nom i, ane Li har which a 10 1 Tim, 4.8. 
come, 
And can we imagine then, clays we ay ſafel yt treat 
that with Indifference and Diſregard, vvhich God hath 
thought fir thus eminently to encourage and to provide 
for ? No certainly; ; For as He hath the ſole Diſpoſal 
of Us, and of our Affairs, and 'doth according to His Den. 4. 35. 
Will among all the, Inhabitants of the Earth ; ſo he hath 
declared; That them that Honour Him He wil * 1 San. 2. 30 
and they that Deſpiſe Him ſhall be lightly Eſtæe med. 
Religion, therefore, is the Great Bulwatk and Secus 
rity of Civil Societies; it is the due Practice of this 
vrhich renders God propitious to chem, and fixes their 
Happineſs upon a {ure Baſis, -  , 470 
But then we muſt remember, that it is not every Rae 
that aſſumes the Name of Religion, or that carries a- 
long vvith it the Appearance of Divine Worſhip, that 
7 really ſuch. We: have, a very Remarkable Inſtance 
of this Nature, Numb. 16. vvhere we read, that Ko- Ver. 17. 
rah, Dathan and Abiram offered the like mes in the 
| ſame Place, and to the ſame God, that Aaron did: And 
yet his Offering only was accepted; vvhibſt theirs pro- Ver. 32. 
vok d God to deſtroy thoſe InR& aders of the Pricihood) 
with a Death as UNCOMMON as it was aſtoniſhing. ' > 
F Ie 
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| 1 Cor, 14. 


the Chriſtian Church, to His Apoſtles, and as his Fa- 


It is not, therefore, a bare aſſembling of our ſelves 
together, a joyning in Prayers and Thankſgtuing, in 


breaking of Bread, or in hearing of God's Holy Word, 


oy I am now recommending ; but the Performance 
of al theſe, and the other Parts of Religious Worſhip, 
in ſuch a Manner, in ſuch Places, and by the Miniſtry 
of ſuch Perſons, as our Lord hach appointed. | 
For as no Society can long ſubſiſt without Order 
and Goverment; as no Public Worſhip can be exerci- 


ſed without fone: to Adminiſter in Holy 'Things : So 


God, who is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, 


in all Churches of the Saints, hath conſtituted thoſe 


Stewards of His Sacred Myſteries, vvho are to tranſ- 


act between Him and His Creatures; and He hath 


promiſed, To reſpeck their Services, to hear their 
Prayers, and to give Efficacy to all fach Religious Of- 
fices as they have received Authority to perform, by 
virtue of their Commiſſion. 
But it is, at beſt, an unwarrantable Preſamption to 
expect, that the ſame Benefits and Advantages ſhould 
accompany the Miniſtrations of others, who have ei- 
ther uſurp'd the Sacred Function, or have no other 
Title to it than what "wy derive. from ſuch U- 


ſiurpers. 


For our Bleſſed Saviour, alder His RefarreRicn, 


Her. 22.18 having all Power given unto Him, in Heaven and Earth, 


and being about to leave the World, was pleaſed to 
commit the Care, the Inſtrnfion, and Goverment of 


ther 
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ther ſent Him, even ſo to ſend them ; v i. e. to give them Foba0.-21 
the ſame Commiſſion to execute in the Church when He 

was Gone, which His Father gave Him at His Coming, Dr. Ham- 
that they might ſupply His Place, and per form thoſe Off- — 
ces over the World, which He, bein g about to return to 

His Father, could not Corporally do. And it our Lord 

was commilhon'd, by His Father, to ſend the Apo- 
poſtles, as His Proxies, to ſupply the Want of His Cor- 

poral Preſence; then thoſe who received the like Coni- 
miſſion from Him, and were ſent by Him, as He was 

| ſent by the Father, were to delegate the ſame Power to 

ers alſo, and they again to their Succeſſors, to the 
End of the World. 

And as this Miniſiry was derived from our Lord, ſo it 

is to be cominued and exerciſed in His Name: We are 

not to look for Extraordinary Miſſions but upon Extra- 
ordinary Occaſions And when Men pretend to call 
themſelves Apoſtles, as St. Paul was, not of Man, nei- Gal. 1. i. 
ther by Man, but by Feſus Chriſt, and God the Father, 

unleſs they can likewiſe produce the Signs of an Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12. 
by working Wonders and mighty Deeds, we may reckon - 
them among thoſe many falſe Prophets that are gone 

| out into the World, or as ſo many Invaders of Authori- 

ty in the Houſhold of God. 

For the Apoſtles ſeitied Biſhops in thoſe ſeveral Chur Dr. Brad- 


ches, which they planted, to ſucceed them, in prefiding = 5 — 


over all others, and in admitting the Officers of the xc. 
Chriſtian Church to the Exerciſe of their reſpective 


Functions z 27 which the Hiſtory of thoſe Churches, 
51 even 


| 
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even down || ucceſſrvely from their Times, is 4 very clear 


and convincing Teſtimony, And from hate. It is, that, 
in the Nicene Creed, the Holy Catholick Church is 
called Apoſtolical ; becauſe, the Miniſters of it do de- 


rive their Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, and act by Vir- 


tue of that Divine Commiſſion, which our Bleſſed 
Lord received from the 9 and tranſmitted to 
them. 


EE And as the Power of 1 Was always. allow'd 
23 _ - o be a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Priviledge of the 
Eecleſia, ae of Christ, till the Modern Incroachments of {ome 


ol.1. 
3. Sect. 5. 


Presbyters, who aſſumed this Power to themſelves; fo 
we are to account of thoſe only as the Miniſters of 


Christ, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, who have 
received this Miniſtry by ſuch Apoſtolical Succeſſion : 
And thoſe Perſons run a mighty Hazard of having all 
their ſeeming Religion turn d into Sin, or at leaſt inef- 
fectually adminiſtred, vvho heap up to themſelves ſuch 
Teachers, as have no Right to thoſe Promiſc es of the Holy 


Spirit, vyhich our Lord made ox/y to his Apoſtles and 


their Succeſſors, and without which, all the Means of 


Grace loſe the Benefit of their 3 


As it is therefore the Happy Advantage of this church 
of ours, that it is built upon the Foundation of the A- 


poſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 


Corner- Stone; as it is committed to the Goverment and 


aſſiſted by the Miniſtry of thoſe, who derive their 


Authority, by an un-interrupted Succeſſion, from the 
Apoſtles, as ey] received. theirs from our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour 3 


r ng _ 
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viour; We cannot doubt, but that Publick Wort 
which f is devoutly celebrated in it, will come up as an 
acceptable Sacrifice before God, will aſcend as the In- 
cCenſe of à pure Offering into Heaven, and draw down 


ſuch publick Bleſſings as may convince any, but an 
Infatuated People, how much it is their Intereſt, with 


2, more than Ordinary Concern, and Endeavour, to 
ſupport That Church, which has 0 Gone a err to 


the Favour and Nomiſct of God. 
And accordingly, the Royal Plalmiſt, wine men- 


tions our Duty with reſpect to Private, or Civil Inte- 


reſts, contents himſelf with praying, or wiſhing; for 
them : But when he ſpeaks of the Houſe of God, he 


expreſſes a more Al Reſolution, I will ſeek to do 


thee Good : i. e. I will improve all Opportunities, and 
make uſe of all thoſe Means which are lawful and ex- 
pedient for thy Peace and Proſperity. For we are not 


to do Evil, that Good may come of it; and cho it be Row, 3. 8. 


our Duty rather to part with our Lives, than with our 
Religion, yet neither of theſe can juſtify our Diſobe- 
dience to the Higher Powers: And he that makes it 
his Choice thus to refs} unto Blood, and. to glorify. God 
by. his Death, hath the Teſtimony. of a Good Couſci- 
_ ence to ſupport him here, and the nn of Glo- 
7. to reward him hereafter. 

But, bleſſed be God, the Profeſſion oy our Religion 
18 at/this Time, ſafe aud ſecured to us; and there 
can be no juſt Apprehenſions of Danger to our Eſtabli- 
13 Church. if Men could 18 be * with, not 


to 
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to ſuffer any longer their pretended Fears and Jealou- 
ſies, their groundleſs Scruples and Prejudices, to di- 
vide and to diſtract us. Would but thoſe who boaſt 
of a mighty 5 for the Holy Scripture, ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the Advice of the Apoſtle, To follow the 
I Heb.13-7- Faith of thoſe that have the Rule over them, and to ſub- 
„mit themſelves; what an entire Harmony would ſoon 
appear among us, in the Confeſſion of One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptiſm, One God and Father of us all? 
With what Meekneſs and Lowlineſs, with what Long- 
| ſuffeting and Forbearing one another in Love, ſhould 
we all endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spiris in the 
Bond of Peace? With what delightful Agreement 
ſhould we go up to the Houſe of iſo Lord, and there, 
with one Mind and one Mouth, glorify God * | 
Theſe are not ſuch hard Terms of Conimunion as 
ſome have thought fit to-zepreſent them; it being the 
— ere — of all the Reformed Churches, nay, 
ene of thoſe very Perſons who once raiſed. themſelves upon 
x5 the Ruin of This Church of ours, That it belongs to 
1658. the Synads und Counciit, miniſterially to determine Con- 
troverſas of Fairh, und Caſer of Conſcience,” to ſet down 
Rules and Directions for the better ordering of the pub. 
lick Worſhip of God, and Goverment of His Church. 

And, — 2 thoſe Matters of Faith, Which we 
are bound to believe, are ſo plainly and elearly taught 
us in the Holy Scripture, and in thoſe Creeds which 
have been received in the Church of God, in the pu» 


reſt Ages 0 _ it, that nothi ng-but a vain Contentious 
| i Hu- 
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Humour would bring then into farther Diſpute. | 
And then, as to thole probable Truths in which the 

Church hath Authority to determine, it cannot be 
thought unreaſonable to oblige Men to Silence in them; 

Becauſe, the profeſſing of ſuch Controverted Truths is not Bb. Spar: 

nec2ſſary, but the Freſeroation of the Peace and Unity of 0 2 0 0 
| the Church Wa. 51 Sion of Ca- 
So that, upon the whole; would Men bitt learn 8 

rhink ſoberly, as they ought 70 think; would they but 

eſteem their Spiritual Governours as wiſe and knowing, 

as devout and pious, as themſelves; they would leave 

it to them to determine in Matters of Opinion, or, at 

leaſt, not ſeparate from their Communion, to draw! 

others to their own Private Perſualions; they would 

comply with all thoſe Circuniftances. of Pablick Wor- 

ſhip, which are appointed only for the Decenry and 

order of it; and account Diſobedience to their Eccle« 

ſiaſtical Superiours, to be more heinous and more dreads 

fu than the Uſe of an Indifferomt Rite, or Ceremony. 

But ſince we Have greater Reaſon to wiſh and pray, 

than to expect, very ſoon to find ſuch a Dutiful Tem- 
per in the Diſturbers of our Iſrael; let us make lome 

Advantage of the Example Which they ſet us. 

For if we look abroad, we may obſerve : all thoſe 

Different Sectaries, who pretend to ſome Religion, and 

the vaſt Number of Deifs and Socinians, who have lit- 

tle or no Religion at all; we may obſerve Geball, and 

Ammon, and Amalek, all combin'd, and with one Con- 


ſem, — gainbt us: Ard tho Menaſſeb envizs 
G 2 E Pbraim, 


— —— — 
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Ephraim, and Ephraim Menaſſeh, tho” they. can — 


in nothing elſe, yet in this they have joyn'd Hands, 
and ſeem inſeparably united, * hat _ together, will 


| | 4e again$t Iſrael. 


This, therefore, ſhould : wack us s.the. like Methods 


of Prudence and Reſolution: This ſhould make us as 
cautious, as tender, as zealous, for the Intereſts of our 
Church] as they axe active and vigilant tO, impair and 

to overturn them; Always preferring theſe tp the lit- 


tle trifling Adjantages of the. preſent - World, and to 
way Thing cli that may tempt us in it. 

- Then, may we hope, to ſee. our Jeruſ. 3 in Froſpe⸗ 
rity All our, Life long, and Peace. and Mercy upon the Iſa 
rael af God; Then hall all thoſe be aſhamed and driven 
back wi huve evil. will at Zion. Then will God be jea- 
lous for our Land, and pity His People: Then ſhall we 


be reckon d morthy of our Holy Profeſſion, and mess c be 
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